




20 June 1983 
EMPLOYMENT TRENDS IN 1982 IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
The level of employment in the European Community has fallen for the second 
year in succession. As a result of a reduction of 1,2 million in relation to 
1981, the occupied population fell back to 108 million in 1982, a figure which 
is very close to that recorded in 1970. Since that date however, the number of 
persons presenting themselves as available for work has risen continually, 
from 110 million in 1970 to 118 million in 1982. Finally, 10 million people on 
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Trends in Employment differ according to sectors of activity. 
In agriculture the fall of 3,7% in 1982 is the continuation of a steady de-
crease in this sector. The largest contraction was recorded in Italy (- 8%), 
but in three member states there was an upturn in agricultural employment: 
Netherlands (+ 1,6%), Denmark (+ 1,5%) and United Kingdom (+ 0,5%). 
In addition to the slow long term erosion of industrial employment in 1982 
there was a conjunctural decrease, resulting in a fall of 3,3% in the Commu-
nity. This decrease was general to all member states, the most important fall 
being recorded in the United Kingdom where the decrease of 5,4% in 1982 
followed a decline of 9,3% in the previous year. In two years the level of 
employment in industry in the United Kingdom has tumbled from 9,4 million to 8 
million. 
Employment in services has continued to grow. Progress was impeded, however, 
by the current adverse conjunctural situation and the rise was only 0,5% in 
relation to 1981. The United Kingdom was again distinguished by a further fall 
of 1% in employment in services for the second successive year. In 1982, the 
United Kingdom was no longer the only country to experience a decrease, a 
slight fall having been recorded in the F.R. of Germany. 
In the European Community as a whole in 1982, employment in services repre-
sented 58% of total employment whereas employment in industry represented no 
more than 36% and agriculture 7%. 
The total working population (persons in employment and persons seeking 
employment) rose in 1982 by 0,3% in the Community, this figure resulting from 
two contrary trends : the female working population grew by 1% in 1982 whereas 
the male working population fell by 0,2%. This decrease in male working 
population resulted from a fall of 1,3% in the United Kingdom. More and more 
people in the United Kingdom, where unemployment is over 3 million, are 
leaving the labour market and even the female working population decreased (-
0,3%) even though it grew in all other member countries, rising by 3,1% in 
Ireland and 6,2% in the Netherlands between 1981 and 1982. 
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2. TOTAL POPULATION BY SEX 
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3. TOTAL WORKING POPULATION BY SEX 
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II. WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT (Cont.) 
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4. ACTIVITY RATES BY SEX (%) 

































































































































































































































































































































5. TOTAL EMPLOYMENT BY SEX (x 1 0 0 0 ) 
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6. CIVILIAN WORKING POPULATION BY SEX 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































56 531* 57 412 » 
58 363» 
59 673* 
60 7 7 8 * 
61 248* 
61 567* 





















































































































































II. WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT (Cont. 
χ 1 OOO 
I B.R. I I 
IDEUTSCH- I FRANCE I ITALIA 
ILAND I I 
I IBELGIQUE I 
INEDERLANDI I LUXEM-
I I BELGIË I BOURG 
I UHITED I I I I 
I I IRELAND I DANMARK I E U R f I 
I KINGDOM I I I I 
ELLAS 
I I 
I E U R 101 
I I 
8. EMPLOYEES BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY 
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III. TRENDS IN WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT 
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10. TRENDS IN TOTAL EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY 
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-1,9 -0,8 -5,0 3.2 0,4 -4,3 -0,8 1,6 
AGRICULTURE 
-8,9 -2,9 -5,9 -3,9 -4,1 0,8 -5,9 -2,7 -2,8 
* AGRICULTURE 
-3,7 -3,8 -3,0 -2,1 -2,1 -8,6 -5.9 
-3,9 -1,6 0,0 0,7 -1,0 -2,1 -1,7 -2,2 0,5 
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III. TRENDS IN WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT (Cont.) 
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11. TRENDS IN NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY 
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IV. STRUCTURES OF WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT (Cont.) 
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15. PROPORTION OF EMPLOYEES 
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